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Kootenai County Sheriff Office Patrol On Tribal Lands Timeline 

And 

Kootenai County Regional Air Support Timelines 

 

• 5/12/22 Kootenai County Regional Air Support, Inc Non-Profit formed with 

the state of Idaho. KCSO LT Mark Ellis is listed as the registered agent and 

uses the KCSO address of 5500 N Government Way . This corporation is 

allegedly formed to purchase a private helicopter  

• 2022- Unknown Date, CDA Tribe donates 200k  towards the Helicopter 

• 10/4/2022 KC BOCC minutes, Sheriff Norris and LT Ellis speak to the 

Commissioners about the KCRAS Corp and disclose the CDA Tribe’s donation 

of 200k 

• BOCC Meeting 10/4/22  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IfVA4QHUanI 

Starting at 45:50 mark concerning helicopter. BOCC directs Sheriff Norris to 

bring forth an official proposal/MOU to consider.  

• 10/18/22 KC Prosecutor Stan Mortensen emails USAID Traci Whelan, KCSO 

LT Sifford and CDA Tribal Police Chief Weinclaw discussing how Tribal Police 

can patrol on KC in lieu of KCSO deputies.  

• 10/18/22 KCSO LT Sifford email states that KCSO will be cross deputizing all 

Tribal Police and references a “flow chart” 

• 12/8/22 CDA Tribal Counsel Van Orden emails KCSO LT Sifford stating that 

“Tribal leadership would prefer that the Tribal Police function as the 

primary law enforcement agency on the Reservation, whether the call 

involves a Tribal member or not”. 

• 02/28/23 BOCC Meeting https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FIxYk7-zTvM 

Starting at 18:22  KCSO Sheriff Norris and LT Ellis present to the BOC a 

Memo of Understanding (MOU) for Kootenai Regional Air Support and 

states Civil Asset Forfeiture funds(100k) will be used to purchase equipment 

and that the non-profit KCRAS liability insurance would cover operations. 

Also, FOIA is not applicable to private aircraft. BOCC approves the MOU and 

Asset Forfeiture funds of 100k from the County to the Non-Profit. 
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• 2023 Date unknown, KCSO discontinues routine patrol and responding to 

any call for service unless specifically requested by tribe 

• Benewah County Sheriff Eells confirms that BCSO began getting dispatched 

to emergency calls in KC in the spring of 2023 due to KC not having any units 

to respond.  
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Aircraft Inquiry (faa.gov) 
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